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Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
wasn't only speaking about
freedoms
that
everyone
should be able to enjoy, he
was speaking about serving
and making America great

Happy New Year!

On this day, many people
remember
last
year’s
achievements and failures and
look forward to the promise of
a new year, or a new beginning. But this celebration
through volunteerism.
and reflection has a deeper significance. Do you know
Throughout the month of January 2022 and to honor
what it is?
Dr. Martin Luther King Day, El Dorado Connections
On New Year’s Day, when the singing, fireworks and Tri-County/RSVP is asking you to help Wings to Recover by
champagne toasts are over, many of us become more collecting much needed items for their residents.
serious about life. We take stock and plan new courses
Wings to Recover is an El Dorado organization on
of action to better our lives. This is best seen in one of
Industrial
Road that helps Arkansas inmates transition to life
the most popular customs and the key to the meaning
outside
of
prison. It is a 5-6 month program run by Rex and
of New Year’s: making resolutions.
Ragan McDaniel. “They’re here every day. They get fed,
Two very common resolutions world wide are: people clothed, taken to work and picked up from work and are
wanting to lose weight, and smoke less. They want to drug tested twice a week” said Rex. They are totally
do things better, become better people. Agecare
drug-free. Once an individual completes the program, they
complete a parole plan with the ACC approved by a reentry
We’ve just finished singing Christmas carols about
officer. They must have a full-time job within 21 days. Their
“Peace on Earth, good will to men”. Does this idea
paychecks are deposited into an account for them and, upon
have to end after Christmas? Why can’t we make it a
completion of the program, they have resources to find
life long resolution? A smile and a kind word from you
housing and transportation. The program prefers they have a
could be the start of a:
job lined up so they can transition directly into full-time
“Peace on Earth, good will to men” revolution!
work.
Here’s a list of the much needed items: deodorant,
shaving cream, razors, shampoo, soap, socks, shoes, clothes,
toilet paper, Kleenex, undershirts, underwear, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, and books/magazines to read. El Dorado
Connections will be the drop off site for these items. Check
Wings to Recover on Facebook or you can call Ragan
McDaniel at 1.870.725.6383 if you want more information.

Literacy Council News

Adult learners face many obstacles. Lack of time and
mindset are two of the biggest hurdles. You could be •
just ‘the’ right tool that helps an adult learn no matter •
what problems they may face.
Volunteer with the Literacy Council of Union County
and together we can
make a difference!

•
•

Why should you report your Volunteer hours?
What you do deserves to be counted.
Your hours help us prove that we are meeting needs in
South Arkansas through volunteerism.
Your volunteer hours help us meet our grant
requirements.
Your hours place value on your service to
the community.

870.864.7081
Because YOU are PRICELESS!

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY!

RSVP Volunteers

Learn to prepare taxes and make a difference in the community at
the same time. Become a volunteer tax preparer in the Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance (VITA) Program.
• It is a short term volunteer commitment. Tax preparations run
from mid-February until April 15, 2022.
• No prior experience needed. You will receive specialized
training and can serve in a variety of roles. If you are fluent in
another language, you may be able to help those who speak
that language.
• Free tax training and materials. Learn how to prepare basic/
simple tax returns and learn about all the tax deductions and
credits that benefit eligible taxpayers.
• For more information call 870.864.7083 and speak with Dara

1- Joe Woods
2- Randy Bates
6- Janis Camp
Carolyn Hay

3- Pearl Elmore
Colleen Martin
Steve Splawn
4- Trisha Nash
Betty Shutes-Christopher
Robert Mayhan
7– Jeanette Simmons
7- Pauline Easter
8- Joseph Hearshberger
Wendy Walton
10-Joan Hearshberger
16-Linda Bates
13-Pam Reed
17-Virgina Mulligan
14-Judy Couch
Mary Scott-Post
Sharon Thompson
18-James Willis
16-Pat Peel
23-Taryn Colvin
19-Connie Short
26-Maureen DeBruin
27-Edna McCullars
28-Katie Butler
29-Pat Smith
29-Janice Bush
31-Richard Trinca

Welcome new RSVP Volunteers

Telefraud vs. Telehealth-Is it Really Telemedicine Fraud?

With COVID and now Omicron hanging around
spiking fear and/or making our faith stronger
that things will get better, we want to thank all
RSVP volunteers for lending helping hands in
Union, Columbia and Ouachita Counties. Most
of you don’t think that what you do amounts
to much, but let me encourage you, it does!

Welcome our New 2021 RSVP VOLUNTEERS!
Ronnie Bluford, Jeanette Bridges, Jerry Brooks,
Malinda Butler, Chris Crook, Ruby Hall, Marilyn
Harris, Karen Mc Call, Mary Nelson, Yvonne
Padilia, Dawn Petz, Kay Plunkett, Pam Reed,
Derrill & Lydia Smith, Bertha Walls, Joe
Woods, Josephine Wyrick, Larry Yarbrough
and Katherine Zylks

In September, the Dept. of Justice (DOJ) filed formal charges against
138 defendants in multiple health care fraud cases.
The largest fraud, resulting in $1.1 billion in allegedly false and
fraudulent claims, has been categorized as “telemedicine fraud.”
The actual fraud involved telemedicine company executives paying
doctors and nurse practitioners to order unnecessary durable medical
equipment (DME) and other testing without a patient interaction, or
just based on a brief telephonic conversation. Although the DOJ
summary claims that medical professionals billed Medicare for sham
telehealth consultations, much of it appears unrelated to the
telehealth visit itself, and more to do with the ordering of the DME and
testing. *This is why you should read your Medicare Summary Notices
(MSN) and keep track of where your Medicare number has been.
You can read the entire DOJ press release of the case: https://
www.justice.gov/opa.pr/national-health-care-fraud-enforcementaction-results-charges-involving-over-14-billion

If you’re already in a Medicare Advantage Plan and want to switch, follow theses steps:
*To switch to a new Medicare Advantage Plan, the enrollment period is January 1-March 31st.
*At this time you can switch to another plan or drop your current plan and get back into
Medicare A & B and then get a ‘stand alone’ drug plan.
Make sure you have a Medigap Insurance Policy that pays the 20% that
Medicare A & B won’t cover before you drop your Advantage Plan.
Call 870.864.7080 if you need help.

Wanda Bryant, Teressa Cox, Joe Doyle and
Betty Miller, were just a few of the many
RSVP volunteers who came through the El
Dorado Connections Volunteer Recognition
Drive-Thru Fish Fry, Friday, December 10th.
We want to express our heartfelt thank-you
to all of our volunteers who give so much of
themselves to make a difference in the lives
of so many in our communities. Your smiles,
kind words, and helping hands, do make a
difference wherever you volunteer.
Thank You and Merry Christmas!

Grandparents as Parents
Training & Support Group
Are you raising grandchildren?
Union County agencies are
building a training support
group for second time around
parents to provide you with
added
support
and
encouragement. If you are in
this parent group, add your
input on current issues,
concerns and problems raising
kids in a different generation.

Wednesday, January 19th 1:00 p.m. at the TAC
House for dessert and discussion.
For information call A J Kemp at 870.881.9015 or
email akemp@sharefoundation.com

2022 Medicare Drug Open Enrollment period
has come to a close.
Tri-County RSVP volunteers assisted 348 individuals with
their Medicare drug plan choices.
Every year it seems to be getting harder and harder to
make everything work together. Is your pharmacy on the
preferred list? Are your drugs Tier 1, 2, 3, etc. and are they
covered on your current plan? Are the drug plan
premiums something you can afford?
We want to thank the RSVP volunteers for volunteering
during the Open Enrollment: Doris Ashcraft, Lucy Bawel,
Linda Kalcich, Bonnie Miears, Lynn Mucklerath, Fayrene
Rash, and Gretchen West.

Thank you, thank you! We couldn’t have done it
without you!

South AR Regional Health Center

824 Camp Street
El Dorado, Arkansas 71730
RETURNED SERVICE REQUESTED

715 N. College, El Dorado, AR 71730

MISSION STATEMENT

RSVP STAFF

To provide a variety of opportunities for citizens to
participate more fully in the life of their community
through significant volunteer service and to
advocate for the aging population in South
Arkansas.

Julia Amis, Director
Dara Stanfill, Literacy Dir./Admin Asst.
Cheryl Splawn, Volunteer Manager
El Dorado Connections/RSVP Advisory Council 2022
Bill Odom-Chair
Vince Dawson-Vice Chair
Lucy Bawel
Bonnie Miears
Annette Pate
Connie Short
Joan Tribble
Barbara Warrick
Larry Yarbrough

Transportation for Senior Adults 60
years of age and older
870-864-7082
Do you need a ride to the doctor? To
the grocery store? Or to pay some bills.
Give us a call we can make it happen.
• 24 hour notice for local
• 48 hour notice for long distance

